Grade 7 Lesson
Plan

1. Lesson Plan Information

Subject/Course: Social Studies

Grade Level: 7

Topic: Media depiction of the coverage of Length of Period: 60 minutes
Komagata Maru incident

2. Title of Lesson

Expectation(s) (Directly from The Ontario Curriculum):

B1.2 analyse some of the challenges facing individuals and/or groups in Canada
B1.3 analyse the displacement experienced by various groups who were living in or who
came to Canada

3. Purpose- BIG IDEA

Identify and deconstruct biases in media representations of the South Asian immigration
and in coverage of the Komagata Maru incident in Canadian newspapers at the turn of
the century

4. Learning Outcomes

¢ Understand the concept of bias

¢ I|dentify a point of view on word choice

e Understand the role of subjectivity and perception in media

e Understand the reasons why bias might occur in news

e Recognize the different ways in which bias can occur in news reporting
e Demonstrate an understanding of how bias occurs in news reporting

e Write in a given literary form

5. Teaching/Learning Strategies

HOOK
e Begin by writing the word “Bias” on the board and ask students’ to define it.
Connect it to the concept of prejudice.
e Discuss relationship between bias and prejudice, biases can be found even with the
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use of words one uses.
e Refer to the following words:

e Egotistical Scrawny
e Proud Underweight
e Confident Slender

e Point out that the first word in each list is negative, the second could be either

positive or negative based on the context and the third is essentially positive.
Lesson Sequence

e Students will begin by learning about techniques employed in newspaper articles
that often carry the bias of either the artist or the writer by studying a sample text.

e Once they have identified the biases, the students are asked to rewrite the article
to better depict the reality of the time, unbiased.

e To accomplish this task, students are first introduced to the techniques used in
newspaper reporting. Teachers are encouraged to work with the class to teach
students how to deconstruct an article together. Individually, students are asked to
rework/rewrite one article textual exaggerations, false statements, and
generalizations made about migrants. Students are asked to provide justification
and evidence to support their decisions.

Assessment
e Provide students two articles on the Komagata Maru depicting two different points
of views.
e Completed News article written free from biases and negative connotation.

7. Inter-curricular connections

Language- Write an editorial letter to a newspaper about the way South Asians are
portrayed in media

Social Studies- Research project- How were the “Hindus” depicted in the media

8. Materials

1. Newspaper article clippings
2. Assessment Rubric
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News Article Rubric
Use this rubric to help you as you write your news article.

Basic Format: 15 points

Headline communicates main idea of story (5 points)
Has a byline (name of author) (5)

Includes date and place (5)

Organization and content : 55 points

Hook catches the reader’s attention and makes the reader want to keep on
reading (5)

First paragraph following the lead gives the most important information: who,
what, where, when, why, how (11)

Rest of article gives sufficient and appropriate information, including lots of
specific details (12)

Includes at least 2 relevant quotations (10)
Is written in the third person (7)

Is easy to read and understand, and uses appropriate and engaging vocabulary
(10)

Format: 30 points

Is at least 250 words long (10)

Demonstrates correct punctuation: especially no run-on sentences! (7)
Capitalization is correct: beginning of sentences, proper nouns (7)
Spelling is correct (6)

C ts:
TOTAL: 100 points omments
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Out.wa, ‘April 17.~—When Parlin-
hlent met this afternoon Mr. I H.
Btevens (Vancouver) directed 'the at-
tentlon of tlie Minister of tH€ Inter-
for to a press dcqutch stating that
400 Findus were en route from Shung-
hal™and-Tlong Kong to Vancouver,
with a view to testing tho Govern-
ment regulnllon respectinz® Oriental
immigration.

“'The 'Deputy Minlslor recejved
telesram to that effect this morning,”
repiled Hon, Dr, Roche, “and the of-
ficers at \‘uncqmer have been In-
structed to prohibit these people com-
Ing In contrary to our regulations.”

It will be recalled _that several
months -ago several Hindus tested in
the courts the valldity of the orders in
Council which sald that Asiatics could
not enter Canadu unless coming by
direct stcamship [from their natlve)
land.

Judge Hunter upsel the orders on
tho ground that they did not conform
with the act. The Governmunt' then
repealed the orders and new ones
were, passed which it was helicved
would meet the technical objections
raised by Judge unter.

However, outside of these orders,
there is at present an order in Councli,
passed March 31, and to be in force
for six months, which prohibits the
entranes of all artisans und laborers
into British Columbla. It is belleved
that this order, at lcast, will effec-
tually bar the entrance of the coming
Hlnduu.

Indin Office In the Dark.

- A Montreal Stur cable says:—Al-
though Indian immigration to Canada
and other Dominluns has long engag-
ed the anxlous lentlon of the indln
otfice, the German - cablegram an-
nouncing the departura of 400 Indians
from Shanghal for Vancouver was the
first Intimation reseived ut the London
official quarters of this embarrassing
development.

The Indiz office officials’ reply to my
anuirlen was: “We know nothing ot|

- ."(Contlnupd' on Page 3, Col. 3.):
The Sllobe, Apeil 15th, 1914
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